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~4 Designed to blend into the Close Memorial Park landscape,
the Botanical Center will be built into a hillside and face Lake
Drummond. A glass facade 125 feet in length will allow the
maximum amount of natural light into the building and provide a
sense of the interior and exterior spaces flowing together.

A From the hillside on the north, visitors will enter the Botanical Center
main area by stairs or elevator in the structure at the right rear. The
horizontal lines represent an elevation screen that will be planted with

A Entering from the rooftop plaza, visitors will come vines to create a green entryway. The rooftop plaza will provide an open
upon a large, open lobby containing a reception desk, vista and a multipurpose area for a roof garden, weddings, meetings, and
exhibit space, and access to offices, meeting spaces, and outdoor classrooms. The railing system will be cable rail or glass to allow
classrooms. The south-facing lobby also will receive the maximum visibility. Our thanks to H Design Group, the Botanical Center
maximum natural light. architects, for providing the artist renderings.
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Parks

wo beautiful adjoining parks, Nathanael

Greene Park and Close Memorial Park, form
the setting for the new Botanical Center and its
botanical gardens. Often referred to as Nathanael
Greene/Close Park, both share a common entrance
at 2400 South Scenic Avenue in Springfield,
Missouri.

Close Memorial Park began in 1998 with the
purchase of 55 acres of overgrown, neglected
farmland with funds provided by the City of
Springfield Public Works, City of Springfield/Park
Board and gifts from the C. M. Close family. In the
years since, donations from the Close family and
other private donors, grants from public bodies,
and gifts from various businesses have supported
the park’s ongoing development.

Close Park today features 14 gardens, an
arboretum containing some 66 species of native
Missouri trees, open spaces, picnic tables, grills,
paved walkways, an open concourse, a section
of the Ozarks Greenways Trail, a children’s
playground, bronze statuary of children at play,
and a seated bronze statue of civic leader Anne
Drummond, overlooking Lake Drummond.
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The Botanical Center, a “green” building
designed to fit into and complement the existing
landscape, will emerge from a Close Park hillside
and overlook Lake Drummond.

Nathanael Greene Park and Greene County
are both named for American Revolutionary War
General Nathanael Greene, said to be George
Washington’s most gifted and trusted officer.

The park lies on 59 acres of land received in
1975 as surplus property from the United States
Department of the Interior and the Bureau of
Prisons. Owned and operated by the Springfield-
Greene County Park Board, the park is home
to the 1850’s-era Gray-Campbell Farmstead,
the University of Missouri Extension Master
Gardeners Demonstration Garden, the Mizumoto
Japanese Stroll Garden, and a colorful mixed
garden created by the Federated Garden Clubs of
Southwest Missouri. Other features include a turf
garden, the Lions Club History Walk, decorative
statuary, scenic walkways, two rentable pavilions,
and picnic areas.

The V\

Botanical
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& Center

“It will be a premier Botanical Center, a place the city will be proud of.”
Dr. Paul Redfearn, past president, Friends of the Garden

Built into a hillside in Close Memorial Park
and overlooking Lake Drummond, the new
Botanical Center will measure 12,700 square
feet and serve as a major center of education

in horticulture, gardening, nature, and the
environment.

It will be home to offices for the Springfield-
Greene County Park Board, University of Missouri
Greene County Extension and its Master Gardeners,
4-H, and other programs; and Friends of the Garden,
the non-profit organization that helps to create and
maintain the Botanical Gardens and raising funds
for the Botanical Center. It will include a combined
gift shop, library and also provide space for
classrooms, meetings, and exhibits, making possible
many programs, seminars, and demonstrations
previously unrealized for lack of a location.

Designed by H Design Group LLC of
Springfield, the structure will be a “green”
building submitted for Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) certification, the

hallmark for energy-efficient, environmentally
friendly construction. “We’re looking at responsible
design for LEED certification by building with local
materials, allowing daylight into the building, and
using efficient mechanical and lighting systems,”
said architect Brent Stevens, a principal of

H Design.

Construction on the $4.3-million Botanical
Center is scheduled to begin in 2009 and its opening
set for 2010. Once complete, it will be owned,
operated, and maintained by the Springfield-Greene
County Park Board.

In figures for the $35.2 billion U.S. lawn and
garden industry, Springfield, Missouri, ranks third
in the nation in per capita expenditures for supplies
and services.

Jodie Adams, Director of Parks, summed up
the importance of the Center when she said, “The
public wants it. We need it as part of the parks
system. This is a great thing for our community.”
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The Botanical Center will be surrounded by 34 beautiful gardens. Your gift will
make possible 18 of these gardens yet to be created. Of the existing gardens,
here is a quick tour:

The Rose Garden »

Created in 2001 as
the first garden in
Close Memorial Park,
the Rose Garden
exhibits 160 hybrid
tea, grandiflora,
floribunda, and shrub
roses, all planted in
raised beds ringed in
native stone.

<4 The Hosta Garden

Within a grove of
trees beside Lake
Drummond, the Hosta
Garden with some
400 hosta varieties

is ideal for anyone
who wants to learn
about America’s most
popular perennial
foliage plant.

<4 The Butterfly
Garden

The centerpiece of

< The Master ‘Fhe Butte%’ﬂy.Garden
Gardeners is the whimsical
: bronze Butterfly Girl
Demonstration
Gard by sculptor James
araen Hall, set amidst
The Master Gardeners colorful beds of plants
Demonstration highly attractive
Garden is a lively to butterflies--and
and colorful mix of visitors.

perennials, annuals,
wildflowers, shrubs,
and more, a perfect

place to learn about
plants that thrive in

the Ozarks.
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The Ornamental »

Grass Garden

Growing rapidly in
favor in the Ozarks
and the nation,
ornamental grasses
bring stunning

beauty to gardens

and landscapes year-
round, and this garden
displays over 120
varieties.

The English
Garden

The English Garden
reveals the English
cottage garden and

its informal, pleasing
mix of colors and
textures, as created by
British novelist and
landscape designer
Peter Longley.

The Rock Garden »

& Waterfall

Alongside the park’s
Hosta Garden, this
beautifully planted
rock garden of
native stone and its
cascading waterfall
created by Dr. Bill
Rosten provides a
serene setting for

visitors and weddings.

<4 The Wildflower

Garden

Missouri’s colorful
native wildflowers are
a treasured resource,
and some of the most
striking appear in this
garden first begun

as an Eagle Scout
project.
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The Mizumoto
Japanese Stroll
Garden

This classic Japanese
garden on 7 1/2
acres treats visitors
to winding paths and
bridges, a tea house,
a moon bridge, a
pagoda, meditation
and water gardens,
and much more.

<d The White Garden

Inspired by the

famed garden of Vita
Sackville-West at
Sissinghurst Castle in
England, the White
Garden is made up of
annuals, perennials,
and shrubs with
blossoms all in white.
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The Lily Garden

This new Close Park
garden spotlights
the vivid colors and
unique fragrances of
hundreds of lilies--
Asiatics, Orientals,
and others--thanks
to the Ozarks Lily
Society.

>

The Daylily Garden

Daylilies are fast
becoming favorites
for their beauty and
ease of care, and this
garden displays some
1,700 daylilies in
hundreds of varieties,
thanks to the Ozark
Daylily Society.

SR
The ¢ —
Arboretum

ne of the greatest resources the Botanical
Center will provide Missourians, and all who
visit, is an arboretum.

An arboretum is a place where many different
trees or shrubs are grown for research or display.
The arboretum, like many of the botanical gardens,
already exists in Close Memorial Park. Today it
contains many species of trees, some 66 of which
are native to Missouri, and more are being added.

The arboretum began with trees on the property
acquired as the park site in 1998. The Missouri
Department of Conservation subsequently provided
a $10,000 grant to finance the planting of 57 native
trees, signage, labeling, and maintenance.

The native trees today include many species
of oak, hickory, maple, willow, birch, dogwood,
elm, hawthorn, ash, and crabapple, and single
species of American chestnut, pawpaw, redbud, and
others. Many of the trees are clearly labeled with
identifying information, as all will be in time.

“Our goal is to have the largest collection of
trees in Missouri and to have them labeled so that
schools and others can go out and see the trees
growing, as well as homeowners being able to have
a model to see what the trees look like when they’re
growing,” said Dr. Robert Kipfer, president of the
Friends of the Garden.

In sum, the arboretum will at last make it
possible for all who love Missouri’s trees to truly
know them.
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&3¢ The Benefits of a
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“People are beginning to see how we need the Botanical Center and what it will do for us.
We are all stewards of the earth, and our children can be led into this path through the
Center’s classes and programs.”

Springfield-Greene County Fark Board

Th e 1923 North Weller Ave.

P R K Springfield, MO 65803

SPRINGFIELD-GREENE COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION

Susan Boswell, Friends of the Garden

Jodie Adams, Director BOARD MEMBERS

MATIONAL GOLD MEDAL AWARD WINNER Bokr Be

¢ Leiote, Asat. Director 0P Horton, Chair
ferry Carmpl

Moward rarrett

he Botanical Center will be an invaluable

educational resource. It will make possible
special classes, seminars, and demonstrations in
nature, horticulture, and such subjects as shade
and low-maintenance gardening, gardening with
native plants, gardening for health and wellness,
gardening for children, and more. It will host
special exhibits of paintings, photographs, and other
materials related to nature, plants, and horticulture.
Its meeting spaces will accommodate conventions,
garden clubs, and other special group gatherings.

The 34 botanical gardens called for in the
project’s 20-year master plan will surround the
Center, allowing visitors to see firsthand many
hundreds of plants that thrive in our region
and making possible onsite demonstrations in

Andrea McKinney

The Sprli'ngﬁeldl-Greene County Park Board is excited about an opportunity to build a “State Of
The Art” Botanical Center here in southwest Missouri. This facility will be located in Nathanael
Greene/Close Memorial Park.

InIAugu sF of 2006, the taxpayers of Greene County passed a Parks Sales Tax Referendu m, which
will provide $3 million dollars of capital funding for this $4.3 million dollar project.

The Botanical Center will be a “green” buil ding and will follow the most up-to-date energy
efficient standards of operation available to the public today. This facility will provide a
community gathering place for the general public and will become a tourist designation for
people to view the over 34 beautiful botanical gardens throughout the park area.

garfien design, planting, pruning, mul(?hlng, and When the facility is complete, the Springfield-Greene County Park Board will be responsible to
maintenance. Its arboretum will contain all of , _ manage and coordinate activities, programs, and tours with area groups and park patrons
Missouri’s native trees, clearly labeled for easy '
identification. How can you help? We still have $500,000 plus to raise for the project. Please consider making

Other benefits will include garden tours, scenic a tax deductible donation toward the building of the facility.

walkways, special events, wedding sites, and all of
the amenities now existing in the parks.

Green infrastructure—open spaces, parks,
public gardens, and botanical resources—improve
the quality of life within a community. Because
“quality of life” has been found to be a major
economic factor in attracting industry, investment,
and jobs, the Botanical Center can be expected to
truly enhance Springfield’s future growth. It will
further promote our economy by attracting visitors
and vacationers regionally and nationally, often for
extended stays, and by stimulating a greater interest
in gardening and landscaping will also benefit the
local lawn and garden industry.

Your contribution can make all of this possible.

Flease join the County, City, Park Board, the University of Missouri Extension Council, Friends of
the Garden, Master Gardeners, and others in making this facility a reality for this area.

With regards,

Lﬁi:iie Adams
Director of Parks
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Qf Botanical Center
& Pledge Form

Contributions are tax deductible

Name

Address

City State Zip

In support of establishing a Botanical Center that will be an invaluable educational
resource, make possible special classes, seminars, and demonstrations in nature,
host special exhibits of paintings, photographs, and other materials related to nature,
plants, and horticulture, I/we make the following commitment:

Total pledge $

Duration of Pledge:

- Please accept my 2008-2009 Pledge

- Payable Quarterly Yearly
> Please accept my One Time Gift

- Memorial Contribution

Signature

Date

Please make checks payable to:

Community Foundation of the Ozarks
Springfield-Greene County Botanical Center Fund (designate to)
425 E. Trafficway ° Springfield, MO 65806 - (417) 864-6199
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