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Matt Gerbe takes the
careful approach to
roofing Liberty School.
At left is Doug
Hesterberg, the general
contractor, who is doing
much of the work
personally.

Liberty
School:
Back for
the future
The project to rescue and move
Liberty School has truly shifted from
the architect’s desktop to the GreyCampbell Farmstead in the
Springfield Botanical Gardens.
On just about any recent work day
when it wasn’t snowing, raining or
blowing, you could likely to find
Doug Hesterberg at the saw table or
watching over the ladder where Matt
Gerbe is attaching shingles on the first
sunny day in a week or more. Such is
the on-again, off-again schedule of
outdoor construction in the Ozarks.

Once the walls are framed and the
roof were, a small bell tower will
house a donated school bell, just as
the old school did from 1845 to 1951
near Fellows Lake. As much of the
siding and interior of the school will
be salvaged as possible, but time is
running out. “It’s probably leaning at
about 8 percent,” Hesterberg warns,
having been moved twice already
from its original location.
The new framework was designed
and constructed to withstand just
about any storm, but a direct hit. The
footings sink several feet into the

ground to further anchor the
structure. Such are the requirements
of construction codes these days for
public projects.
“It’s going to be here for a long time,
that’s for sure,” says Hesterberg, who
has persevered with construction
through some seriously cold
temperatures and biting north winds
to get the structure under roof.
The Gray/Campbell Farmstead is
the oldest house in Springfield (circa
1856), and includes a separate log
kitchen, barn, and a log granary. And
now, Liberty School.

If you’re reading this newsletter online, many items are hyperlinked to the Internet for further information.
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Profile: Norma Tolbert
Page 2: Her persistence finally
pays to reconstruct Liberty
School at the Gray-Campbell
Farmstead.

Grainger grant
Page 6: When the Grainger
Foundation learned that vandals
had destroyed labels, they gave
$5,000 to replace them.
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Friends of the Garden is a non-profit
501(c)(3) corporation founded in 1999
to develop the Close Memorial
Gardens, located at 2400 South
Scenic in Springfield, home of the
Botanical Center. We seek a dynamic
relationship with other organizations
working to benefit the park gardens.
This newsletter is now published five
times a year in print through GREENE
Magazine and delivered online as
well to members. Past issues and
other information can be found at
www.FriendsoftheGarden.org.

Officers:

President: Lisa Bakerink
Vice-president: Bob Childress
Secretary: Avis Holloway
Treasurer: Brent Bothwell-Palmer

Board of Directors:

Terms ending January 2014:
Terms ending October 2014
J.J. Averett, Deanna Armstrong, Heather
Parker, Patrick Byers, George Freeman,
Brent Bothwell-Palmer, Kathy Sheppard,
Kauleen Volentine, Linda Whiting.
Terms ending October 2015:
Chris Barnhart, Carla Beezley ,Susan
Boswell; Kim Chaﬃn, Bob Childress,
Christine Chiu, George Deatz, Jeanne
Duﬀey, Mike Rankin, Betty Shook.
Terms ending October 2016:
Jack Crabb, Tom Finnie, Arianne Hubach
Jones, Tom Lakowske, Mike Sidebottom,
Don Snyder.

Advisory Board:

Don Akers, Ruth Arneson, Major Close,
Stan Horsch, Bob Kipfer, Bill Roston,
Nancy Schmidt, Gabrielle White, Ann
Webster.

Ex-Officio:
Katie Steinhoﬀ, Botanical Center
coordinator.
Peter Longley. Botancial Center
horticultural enterpreter.

Our Mission:
To inspire the discovery, understanding
and appreciation of nature, by creating
and maintaining the Springfield
Botanical gardens at Nathanael Greene/
Close Memorial Park and by supporting
the mission of the Springfield-Greene
County Botanical Center and Park
Board.

Profile:
Norma
Tolbert

On a rainy
day, Norma
Tolbert takes
bids during a
silent auction.

Norma Tolbert was one of the last students to
attend Liberty School. Her passion to save the
school for future
The first time Liberty
School welcomed students
was before the Civil War. The
last time was 1951, and
Norma Tolbert was among
the students consolidated
into Fair Grove School as
school buildings got bigger
and one-room schools
became relics.
From then on, Liberty School
was used only sparingly for
reunions and social
gatherings.
It was moved twice; its porch and bell
tower fell away.
Now Liberty School will reopen for
students in a new location at the GrayCampbell Farmstead, a collection of
priceless and historic buildings in
Nathanael Greene Park, facing the
Mizumoto Japanese Stroll Gardens.
“When Norma agreed to become the
chairman of the Saving Liberty School
project, the project took on a whole
new personality,” recalls Michelle
Atkinson, president of the association.
“She made herself available to talk in
front of groups about it, hand out
brochures anytime we had an event,
and set up fundraisers. She believed, as
we all did, that every penny would
count. Her friendly, open, outgoing
personality became the face of the
Liberty School Project.”
Although more funds are still needed,
two recent major donations made it
possible to begin construction.

Celia Sutherland joins
Norma Tolbert to recall
their time at Liberty School.
Donations of school furnitures and the
signature feature of nearly every school:
a pot-bellied stove.
Members of the Gray-Campbell
Farmstead Association have sold flap
jacks, judged fruit pies, sold smoky
roasted peanuts and popcorn; all the
while demonstrating the old ways of
cooking, weaving, making paper and
even tools and rustic furniture. Even
jumping rope took a turn, on newly
turned rope made by kids.
Sometimes it seemed like the costs
were rising faster than the sum totals.
“It had been in the works for three
years,” remembers Atkinson, “but it
seemed to be proceeding at a crawl.
Norma and I both believed that we
needed to aggressively pursue the
completion of the project, or give
everyone their money back. And, we
were on a deadline to move it before it
fell apart. We asked Norma to chair the
committee, and the rest, as they say, is
history.”

Master Gardeners of Greene County during a work session in the demonstration garden before the state conference.

Garden Chairman Bob Childress summarizes a very good year
A huge thank you to all the volunteers this year, including Friends
of the Garden members, other Park Partners and their volunteers.
We also had several important groups that volunteered throughout
the year: Kids Across America, Good Samaritan Boys Ranch and
Missouri State University student volunteers, plus about 200
volunteers from the Missouri United Methodist Church, who were
in Springfield for their annual convention last summer.
Frank Mason with other volunteers did complete irrigation lines
in the Peace and Propagation Gardens, added irrigation lines in the
Rose Garden and ran a power line to the Peace Garden.
The rail fence and a pergola were installed in the Winter Garden
along with a number of plants that were replaced. A water gate was
installed to slow down the water flow that has flooded he
Woodland Garden. Don Snyder and other volunteers worked to
permanently repair the stones damaged from heavy rains last spring
that flooded the wedding area behind the Dwarf Conifer Garden.
We made major strides in labeling our plants, thanks to Mike
Sidebottom, who has been the volunteer running the labeling
machine. Brick pavers were installed in the Butterfly House.
There were several incidents of vandalism, including the
destruction of about 40 plant labels in the Dwarf Conifer Garden
and the theft of an Autumn Moon Japanese Maple from the Winter
Garden. Both received a lot of publicity. As a result of the tree
theft, Wickman's Garden Village has volunteered to replace the
tree; we received a $50 donation plus a potted Japanese Maple
donated to the park (not an Autumn Moon), which was placed in
the Azalea Garden.
In response to the destruction of labels, the Grainger Foundation
gave us a grant of $5,000 (see photo on page 6)to replace and create
more plant labels and signage for education throughout the
gardens.
The Springfield Botanical Gardens have achieved national
recognition. As a result of all the hard work of Tom Lakowske, the
Greater Ozarks Hosta Society and other volunteers, the American

Hosta Society has designated our Hosta Garden as a National
Certified Hosta Display Garden and the American Hosta Society
has sent us a bronze plaque that will be displayed in the garden to
announce this designation to garden visitors. The Ozarks Daylily
Society was recently awarded designation as a National Historical
Display Garden by the American Hemerocallis Society. Finally,
thanks to Don and Nancy Schmidt, parks department staff and
other volunteers,the Mizumoto Japanese Stroll Garden became a
new member of the North American Japanese Garden Association.
We have had a number of memorial donations this year, including
an antique English sundial added to the English Garden; a statue of
a little boy doing a hand stand was donated by a family that lost
their 18-year-old son. It is located with the other statues near the
flag pole in front of the Botanical Center building. In addition we
had a large number of engraved memorial bricks for walks in the
White Garden, Redbud Garden and Butterfly House. In addition,
we added both four- and five-foot memorial benches and a number
of memorial trees throughout the gardens.Three goals were set for
the Dogwood Garden during 2013 that we would like to complete
during 2014: walks and paving, irrigation installation including
controls and the planting of an alee along that garden's vista.
This will be a big year for garden development with plans for 5
new gardens: Railroad Garden; Founders Garden; Succulent
Garden; Magnolia Garden and Sensory Garden Phase I.
We are looking at establishing a sub committee of the garden
committee as a core group for construction projects. We are
still in need of adopters for the viburnum and flowering shrub
garden plus the Rose Garden and Ethnic Trail of Trees. I have
announced my resignation as Garden Committee Chairman after
many years but will remain active with Friends of the Garden.
Volunteers for these positions and other areas would be
appreciated. Please contact Lisa Bakerink,
email info@friendsofthegarden.org by phone 417.891.1650, or me
at 417.838.9454.
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Garden N tes
other good stuff

From the president:
Membership in Friends of the Garden:
The perfect gift to grow all the year long

One of the things I find most gratifying around the botanical
garden grounds is seeing how visitors engage with nature. My sense is
that most if not all of them are finding something that warms their
When Laurel Bryant heard about the good things Mike
heart, revives their spirit, or recharges their bodies and minds to help
Rankin had to say about Friends of the Garden, she went
them to tackle their day to day obligations.
The following note is a special example sent by one of our loyal
a step further to
park users, it is one of the reasons "we do what we do."
purchase 15 more
You will never know how much the garden meant to me, my daughter and
for her clients and
granddaughters this summer. My oldest daughter was
friends.
diagnosed with breast cancer this past January... My
Laurel was the
other daughter and I would bring her youngest
first local business
daughter a lot to the garden and her teenage daughter
leader to support
sometimes when she would come with us to the garden
the "Springfield
especially on days their mother was spending the entire
Botanical
day getting chemo. It was such a calming and beautiful
place to go when everything we knew and loved was
Gardens 2014 – a
spiraling out of control... We visited my favorite, the
wonderful place
butterfly house, many times. On one visit my oldest
to be – a
granddaughter said she would just stay outside and
beautiful place
wasn’t going into the butterfly house. You know
Lisa Bakerink
to see" campaign.
teenagers. Well a man was there with containers to
A Realtor with
release a large amount of butterflies. The next thing I knew she was in the
Murney
A special gift for you . . . house releasing butterflies and it changed her personality that day and took a
Associates and a
load off her mind and heart too... Thank you so much for your labor of love to
resident of the
make the garden so beautiful. The mums were so beautiful this fall. Now
everything is resting to burst forth in the spring. I cannot wait. In March my
Rountree area,
daughter should be done with her chemo. Ready for spring to come.
Laurel has long
Consider for a moment what's in a name. Does that name clearly
admired the
identify what or who it is? Let me share a few names with you that
growth of the
are used in reference to this location and these gardens. SpringfieldBotanical
Greene County Botanical Center and Complex, Botanical
Gardens and the
Gardens, Botanical Center, Nathanael Greene Park, Close
amazing
Gardens, by kind permession Gary Shaver
Memorial Park, Springfield Botanical Gardens, Mizumoto
Photograph “Blue Flower” Springfield Botanical
volunteers that
Japanese Stroll Garden, Gray-Campbell Farmstead, Dr. Bill Roston
At top, Laurel Bryant didn’t just
make the
join Friends of the Garden. As a Native Butterfly House, Ozark Greenways, Master Gardener
gardens such a
corporate member, she Demonstration Gardens, Friends of the Garden....
Springfield
purchased 15 memberships, All of these are labels used to describe this 114-acre area. And,
which she plans to share with seriously, how do you spell Nathanael Greene anyway? We are
treasure.
clients and friends. excited to be working with the Springfield-Greene County Park
"I am delighted
Board and the many Park Partner organizations on updating our 20to support the
year master plan. The new plan will not only include the
Friends of the Garden 2014 campaign and I love the
development of new gardens, but the enhancements and
new 2014 gift membership program."
improvements of existing ones. Elements and structures that
Another feature of the campaign involves
provide a “sense of place” are being considered that will unify all the
participating businesses displaying information about
gardens and walkways into even more beautiful botanic gardens.
We want to offer you, our garden friends, an opportunity to partner
memberships in their business locations. Tea Bar &
in our labor of love. We have several opportunities to explore. We
Bites, also located in the Rountree neighborhood, was
hope many of you will contact our office regarding volunteer
the first. Global Crafts, a gift shop featuring
opportunities or attend our volunteer training on Monday, January
international items for sale, has also signed on.
20 at 12:30 p.m. at the Botanical Center.
Support brochures and a gift card are available for
For more information please visit www.friendsofthegarden.org, email
anyone wanting to support the campaign. Perfect
info@friendsofthegarden.org, call 417.891.1650 or 891.1515.
Valentine gift perhaps? Or Mothers Day.

Laurel Bryant uses FOG
memberships for clients, friends

When it comes to pleasing Mother Nature, there are no rules
As I’ve been getting to know “Mother
Nature of the Ozarks,” I believe the only
rule of gardening is that there are no
rules.The Ozarks are not only a melting
pot of “transplants,” or people who have
moved here from other locations, but
geographically we experience the same
kind of weather as just about every region
in the world at some point during the year.
The traditional garden maintenance chores
that transplants bring with them to the
Ozarks might not be a necessary chore at
all. I’d like to share my thoughts on some
of the discoveries I’ve made while working
in the Springfield Botanical Gardens.
1.Is it too late to plant tulips in
February? Probably not. I half-heartedly
planted several hundred tulips that were
donated in late January 2013. From my
experience in Southern gardens, I was
certain we would not have enough cold
temperatures to set the bulbs. I didn’t
mind being wrong when the plants actually
performed well. Tulips are grown as
annuals (replant annually), but there are some groups like the
Darwin Hybrids and species tulips that will come back year after
year.
2. Do you have to dig cannas in the fall and replant them in
the spring? Probably not. For the past four winters, I’ve seen
cannas come back without any special winter care. I would
recommend covering them in ground leaves or mulch and I’ll admit
to digging a few tubers and saving them in my garage just in case.

A Parks
Perspective
Katie
Steinhoff

3.Do you have to cut back your crepe myrtles and butterfly
bush to the ground? Probably not. You might have a little winter
kill, but wait until May to see what might be dead. Selectively thin
the very thickest stems on the butterfly bush. Prune to promote
good air circulation. Remember shearing and topping promotes
pests, but dead-heading promotes a longer bloom time.
4. Embrace your microclimate. A common gardening slogan is,
“right plant, right place.” Marginally hardy, Zone 7 plants are
surviving in the Ozarks. With the right amount of winter protection,
drainage, and site conditions, I have seen typically southern
sasanqua camellias, southwestern agaves, and northeastern foxgloves
somehow surviving in Middle America. Take a tip from Peter
Longley’s English Garden, you can capture the essence of a garden
style by finding plants that look similar, but perform better in the
Ozarks.
5. Consider how the garden will look in winter. With freezing
temperatures possible for eight months out of the year in the
Ozarks, you must think beyond the bloom and find the beauty in
evergreen foliage, interesting seed heads or fruit. Wood and stone are
other elements that provide good structure and interest year-round.
Most of the plants in the Winter Garden are labeled, if you are
looking for ideas.
6. Go ahead and plant cool-season color annuals. The
Ozarks does not become frozen tundra and we do have some nice
winter days. Violas are one of my favorite choices as for flowering
again with just a few warm days and tolerating heat if we really warm
up. Snapdragons, some ornamental kale, swiss chard, and ornamental
grasses can be planted in fall, and should re-sprout in early spring.
Just remember, all is fair in love, war and gardening in the Ozarks.
Katie Steinhoff is Botanical Center Coordinator at the Springfield
Botanical Gardens, one of more than 100 public parks maintained by the
Springfield-Greene County Park Board.

New and renewing* members, memorials, tributes, garden donations
Memberships

Albers, Lolita*
Averett, Judy*
Banks, Catherine & Janeczko,
Gregory
Barnhart, Chris & Debra*
Barry, Ida & James*
Berner Christiansen, Stephen &
Carol*
Blansit, James & Lois*
Bogdanoff, Judy*
Bollinger, Jon & Roxie*
Bowman, Ken & Jane
Braden, Justin
Brehmer, Marilyn*
Britton, Wendy*
Brockman, Rick*
Brown, Beverly*
Brown, Maria*
Brunskill, Richard & Dorothy*
Burgess, Jo Anne
Bushnell, Wayne & Kim
Button, Vera*
Caldwell, Mariel*
Caplinger, Nancy*
Carlie, Michael*
Carr, Denise & Ken*
Casey, Tim & Debbie*
Chamberlain, Gary*
Childress, David*
Childress, J.P.*
Conine, Susan*
Coon, Karen
Cox, Patricia*
Crelly, Kathleen

Cunningham, J. Scott*
DeRubis, Sharon*
Digirolamo, MaryFrancis*
Dockery, David & Nena*
Dowdy, Dr. Marci
Drewey, Donna*
Earnhart, Jane & Bruce*
Edwards, Gale*
Edwards, Becky*
Elliott, Dora*
Elliott, Galen
FGCM SW District*
Finnie, Bill & Glenda*
Finnie, Tom & Amiee*
Foltyn, Steve*
Ford, Nola*
Fuller, Sue*
Garbarino, Kenneth & Karon*
Gilmore, Philip*
H’Doubler, Kurt & Maryanne
Hartman, Dawn
Hatfield, Margaret
Hawkins, Nancy*
Hayden, Janice*
Hendricks, Debbie
Hightower, Nicolette & Wolverton,
Keenan
Hillman, Judy
Hinsey, Janice*
Holmes, Sue*
Hom, Susan*
Horney, Karen*
Huston, Sandra & Jerry*
Hyde, Bruce*
Jacob, Julie & Richard*

Johnson, R. Bruce*
Jones, Kathy*
Krutsinger, Sara*
Lair, George & Rebecca*
Lakowske, Tom & Cathy*
Lamberghini-West, Alicia*
Larson, Larry*
Letson, Sandra & Donald*
Lindenberg, Steven & Susan*
Martin, Rebecca
McCune, Judy & Paul*
Meinhardt, Joanie
Melgren, Willis & Nadine*
Melton, Michelle Welch*
Metz, LeVerne*
Meuser, Ann
Miller, Ed & Ruby*
Miller, Fred & Dorothy*
Moore, Gaylord & Beverly*
Moran, Jill & Edward*
Moran, Sonia*
Morris, Ann*
Nash, Jennifer
Nash, Joey & Dyer, Molly
Nelson, Edie & Ron*
Newhart, John
Odom, Minuen
Palmer, Brent Bothwell*
Parker, Heather*
Phillips, Tim
Powell, Dot A.*
Prater, Tom & Kim
Preninger, Stephanie*
Putman, Bryon & Linda*
Quinn, Jerry*

Raborar, Art & Josie*
Randall, Ginny
Raney, Carolyn*
Rea, Glenda
Reese, Sandy*
Remelius, Ken & Bunny*
Roberts, Bill*
Rudd, Carol*
Schafer, Gary & Diane*
Schatz, James & Margaret*
Sheridan, Linda
Shook, Betty*
Sidebottom, Mike*
Sims-Giddens, Susan*
Souders, Kale
Spring, James & Diana*
Springfield Water Garden Society*
St. Clair, Barbara & William*
Stahl, Erman & Kaeko*
Stephenson, Carol & Edgar*
Stewart, Charles & Roberta*
Swackhamer, Pat
Taylor, Mari Winn*
Templeton, Shirley*
Tucker, George & Jan*
Updike, Jodie
Wall, Janet*
Ware, Alan & Pat*
Weaver, Lynnette*
Webber, James*
Welde, David & Glenda*
Witty, Eugene & Sandy*
Wolverton, Joel & Carol*
Woods, Virginia & Kenneth*
Woodward, Jim & Jewell*

Woodward, Jon & Marci*
Wooten, Jan & Michael*
Wylie, Iris*
York, Darrel*

Business Memberships
The Brown Egg, LLC.
The Thicket

Gift Memberships

Bakerink, Lisa & Randy
Bounds, Cynthia
Chaffin, Kim
Childress, Robert & Jan
Close, Major & Marthe
Finnie, Tom
Parrish, Stan & Susan
Rankin, Mike
Wolverton, Joel & Carol
Woodward, Jim & Jewell
Wylie, Iris

Memorial Bricks

Childress, Robert & Jan
Chrisman, Jane
Deatz, George & Linda
Denton, Sandy
Ever Green Garden Club
Jones, Ray & Pam
Kittleson, Kristi & Cornett, Tom
Kristek Rental Properties, LLC
Shaw, Trudy
Winder, Summer

Plant Identification Signage
The Grainger Foundation

*Since the last newsletter. If you see an error, omission or correction, please bring it to our immediate attention at News@FriendsofGarden.org.
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Tim Rissman, market manager,
and Eric Rohr, operations
manager, representing the
Grainger Foundation, had a
surprise for Lisa Bakerink, FOG
president, with Bob Childress, vice
president, and Katie Steinhoff,
Botanical Center coordinator.
Grainger’s $5,000 check will
replace plant identification signs
after thieves stole the signage.

Grow With Us! Become a Friend of the Garden
We’re individuals & families who support the Botanical
Center & Gardens in its mission to provide outstanding
botanical, horticultural and environmental education
opportunities for people of all ages. Anyone with an
interest or appreciation in nature who wishes to support

the progress of the gardens is encouraged to join.
Your interest in being a member is the first step in
making a lasting difference in the ongoing development
of the Botanical Center & Gardens. As a member,
you’re a partner in the future of the gardens.
I’d Love to Volunteer!

membership levels
m $ 500 Benefactor
m $ 250 Patron
m $ 100 Sponsor
m $ 50 Contributor
m $ 25 Friend

gift memberships available at all levels

m wedding
m holiday

m birthday
m anniversary

m in honor of
m other k

k

corporate sponsorship lasting dedications
m $800 Four Foot Benchk
m $1,000 Platinum
k
m $ 500 Gold
m $500 Tree k m $250 Shrub
m renewal
m $ 250 Silver
m $100 Engraved Brick, Butterfly Housek
m additional donation m $ 150 Bronze
k
m $ 50 Engraved Brick, White Garden
$
k
specify person or event, email for details
receive newsletter via:

in the gardens
in the FOG office
festivals & events: FOG booth
festivals & events: activities
children’s activities
butterfly house docent
marketing & development
hardscaping & construction
tell me what you need!
I have a special talent:

m Snail Mail m Email

name
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
address
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
city
state
zip
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
email
phone
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
8.2013

k

gift recipient
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

address
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
city__________________________________________________________________________________________________
zip
state
phone
email
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail & Payable to: Friends of the Garden | PO

m
m
m
m
m
m
m
m
m
m

Box 8566 | Springfield MO 65801

Member Benefits:

· Friends of the Garden Membership Card
· Free Season Admission for Two into the Mizumoto

Japanese Stroll Garden (excluding the Japanese Fall Festival)

· 10% off at Smiling Sun, Garden Adventures Nursery and the
Botanical Center Gift Shop · Volunteer Opportunities
· Ongoing Learning · Fully Tax Deductible
· Subscription to the Friends of the Garden Newsletter
· Special Invitations to Friends of the Garden Member Events
· Form Lasting Friendships · Give Back to Your Community
· Events: Butterfly Festival, Monarch Tagging, Santa & Friends
· 10% off at O’Quinn’s Water Gardens on plants & fish
· FOG members have access to a wide array of botanical gardens,
8/2013
arboreta, and conservatories throughout North America
offering special admission privileges and many other benefits.
http://www.ahs.org/events/reciprocal_events.htm

Upcoming Events* at the Springfield Botanical Gardens

• Jan. 31-Feb. 2: HBA Home Show; EXPO Center, 635 E. St. Louis, Springfield.
• Feb 5: Hillbilly Garden Club 60th birthday; 12:30 p.m.; All garden clubs in Springfield and others are invited to attend as
well as members of other garden related organizations.
• Feb. 6-8; Missouri Organic Association State Conference; University Plaza Hotel and Conference Center in Springfield.
• Feb. 6; Succulent Society of the Ozarks; 7 p.m., The Library Center at 4653 South Campbell in Springfield. The topic
will be "Succulents, Tender and Hardy", presented by well-known local horticulturalist Oscar Cross of the Hilltop Farm
nursery in Ash Grove.
• Feb. 12, Valentine’s Tablescapes, with Peter Longley; 6 p.m., romantic table for two will be created before your eyes
from roses to sparkling bubbly, from the place settings to the candy, with appropriate anecdotes and historical notes on one
of our most beloved of days. It might give you some ideas for your own romantic evening. As always, refreshments
appropriate to the theme will be oﬀered after the tablescape presentation; $10; reservations are necessary. Please call
417-891-1515.
• Feb. 13: Friends of the Garden board, 5 p.m.
• Feb. 14-16; Lawn & Garden Show; Ozarks Empire Fairgrounds E-Plex; FOG and Master Gardeners will again share a
booth; volunteers needed; come and have fun while we gather new members and spread the word about Springfield
Botanical Gardens. Feb. 18: Springfield Orchid Society, 7-8 p.m.
• Feb. 24; MU Extension Council of Greene County; 5 p.m.
• Feb. 22: Greater Ozarks Hosta Society, Kickoﬀ Party 4-6 p.m., hosta auction; preview of 2014; chili and treats.
• Feb. 26: Our Gardens Through the Seasons, with Peter Longley, 6-8 p.m.
• Feb. 27, Springfield Organic Gardening Club; 7 p.m., The Library Center; topic will be "The Art and Science of
Composting" by long-time organic gardeners Joan Bass and Jean Rippee.
• March 13: Friends of the Garden board and membership meeting; 5 p.m.
• March 15: Hosta Society Work Day, 9-1; lunch served to volunteers.
• April 12: Hosta Society Seminar & Plant Sale; 9-Noon; Learn how to divide and multiply hostas; plants for sale.
• May 3: Hosta Garden Dedication; 11-1; Celebrate being an American Hosta Society National Display Garden., oldfashioned picnic (and your best hat); in the Hosta Gardens.
* Unless otherwise noted, events are at the Springfield Botanical Center. Reach us by e-mail ; at News@FriendsoftheGarden.org, or find us on Facebook and Twitter.

Newsletter produced and donated by FOG board member George M. Freeman, editor of GREENE Magazine.com
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Self-Guided Audio Tour.
No cost except your minutes.
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Lake Drummond

Weekday group tours upon request, contact
jscottc55@hotmail.com, 860 . 8272 or 593. 3414

Visit the Dr. Bill Roston
Native Butterfly House . Free
Saturdays & Sundays · 10 am - 6 pm
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Tuesdays & Wednesdays · 5 pm - Dusk
b

66

Woodland

vehicle route
bike trail
paved pedestrian path

Learn about the habits and life cycles of the butterflies as trained docents
show you where to spot their eggs. Watch as the caterpillars eat and grow.
Witness their final transformation revealing winged beauties!

The Botanical
Center
Take
the right turn
to get
to the gardens
at Nathanael Greene|Close Memorial Park
2400 S. Scenic Ave. Springfield, MO

OPENS THIS OCTOBER

Open Dawn to Dusk
Visitors to Springfield Botanical Gardens often describe the experience
as an
unexpected adventure. But of course you’ve got to get there to enjoy it. This
aerial map will help you get around Nathanael Greene Park and the adjoining
Close Memorial Gardens, located at 2400 S. Scenic. You can locate each garden
numerically at right. Those with an asterisk* are planned but not yet under
construction. A “Guide By Cell” tour of the garden parks is available by calling
417-213-3016. After a brief introduction, callers may dial a garden code on each
sign followed by the # key (For example, 35# is the Hosta Garden) for
information on various gardens. Introductions for every garden have been
recorded, with signage in place listing the corresponding numbers to hear about
each garden.
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Master Gardener Demonstration
Garden
Winter Garden
Freedom Garden*
Viburnum Garden
Flowering Shrub Garden
Entrance Garden
Rose Garden
White Garden
Hosta Garden
Sensory Garden*
English Garden
Victorian Garden*
Ornamental Grass Garden
Terrace Garden*
Iris Garden
Daylily Garden
Peony Garden
Lily Garden
Butterfly Garden
Columbine Garden
Wildflower Garden
Rain Garden
Bulb & Tuber Garden*
Native Shrub Garden
Magnolia Garden*
Japanese Maple Garden*
Cercis (Redbud) Garden
Dogwood Garden
Kickapoo Edge Prairie Garden
Flowering Tree Garden*
Pendula Garden*
Rock Garden*
Dwarf Conifer Garden
Conifer Garden*
Perennial Garden*
Wetland Garden*
Woodland Garden
Fragrant Garden*
Fern Garden*
Secret Garden*
Federated Garden Clubs Garden
Biblical Garden*
Azalea Garden
Heritage Garden
Mizumoto Japanese Stroll Garden
Ethnic Tree Trail Memorial Garden
*Planned gardens

News from around the Ozarks:
Lawn & Garden Show welcomes more than 100 exhibitors
More than 100 exhibitors have signed up for the 2014 Lawn & Garden Show Feb. 14-16 in the E-Plex at the Ozarks Empire
Fairgrounds. Among them will be Friends of the Gardens, Master Gardeners of Greene County and Ozarks Living.
Products and services range from trees and seeds to landscape design and installation services; along with mowers, tillers, other
lawn and garden power equipment; tree and lawn care services; pools and spas; fountains, ponds and other water features; patio
furniture and grills; yard accessories; fence; plus free seminars open to the public presented by Master Gardeners of Greene
County.
Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, and 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission to the public is $5; kids under 12
free.

Every volunteer hour counts
It’s always better when you know that what you do is making a diﬀerence. Better still (though not always), when you know your
eﬀorts can be measured in dollars and cents. Or at least common sense.
In 2013, volunteers at the Springfield Botanical gave something that cannot be measured precisely, but it does have measurable
value.
Katie Steinhoﬀ estimates the volunteer hours totaled at 15, 416, give or take the many thousands of hours that are never
reported.
“If the average number of hours for a full-time employee is 2080 per year, that is a little more than the equivalent of seven fulltime employees,” she estimates. “We will still accept volunteer hours. I suspect this is a significant under-report – for example, I
have received very few reports from Master Gardeners because they submit their hours in a diﬀerent way.”
At $19 per hour, well below the national average for those who keep track of such amounts, that’s $286,000. That’s no doubt on
the low side, both as to the number of hours reported and the value calculated by an hourly rate.

Japanese Stroll Garden Report
From Nancy Schmidt’s 2013 Report on the Japanese Stroll Garden:
Accomplishments during 2013 by the Garden Committee volunteers included: The lily pond was created next to the Tea
House, the large dry creek bed 2012 rejuvenation project was completed by the wooden foot bridge, the Guide-by-Cell stone
prompts were placed around the garden path, 2 islands were rocked to improve their landscape design.
Accomplishments by the Stroll Garden Committee included: The purchase of four granite lanterns and cedar lumber for the
wisteria arbor, prepared and submitted the gardens 10 year plan draft to Springfield-Greene County Parks, joined the North
American Japanese Garden Association (www.najga.org). Note, the 30th birthday three-year plan is ahead of schedule.
Plans by the Garden Committee include upgrading the pavilion display windows and lighting, plus a needed decision on plants
for the new lily pond; replacing Koi (an unexpected expense; donations will be needed); purchasing four granite lanterns,
balusters for the gazebo, windows and lighting for the pavilion; a new "waiting building" to be built and funded.

Master Gardeners elect new officers, board members for 2014:
Master Gardeners of Greene County recently elected new oﬃcers and board members for 2014. Along with their e-mail
addresses, they are as follows:
• Melissa Sanford, president <missysanford@hotmail.com>
• George Deatz, vice president <george.deatz@sbcglobal.net>
• Dellene Nelson, treasurer <dellene007@aol.com>
• Gail Wright, secretary <gailwright44@yahoo.com>
Board members elected to new terms in December:
• Bob Childress, Class of 2004 (2nd term) ulmusfan@mowisp.net
• Kay Johnson, Class of 2010 (1st term) kjohnson1436@mchsi.com
• Mike Sidebottom, Class of 2012 (1st term) mikemywords250@gmail.com
• Gail Wright, Emeritus, Class of 1993 (1st term) gailwright44@yahoo.com
Returning board members:
• Nancy Chambers, Class of 2008 (1st term, 2nd yr) chambers.nl5@gmail.com
• George Deatz, Class of 2012 (1st term, 2nd yr) george.deatz@sbcglobal.net
• Missy Sanford, Class of 2011 (1st term, 2nd yr) missysanford@hotmail.com
• Dellene Nelson, Class of 2002 (1st term, 2nd yr) dellene007@aol.com
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If your have news that our members and community need to know, please send it to News@FriendsoftheGarden.org.

